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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LILONG 00867 061448Z 

ACTION AF-04 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO INR-05 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
VO-01 CA-01 L-01 HA-02 SP-02 DODE-OO /036 W 

084687 061453Z/75 

P 061430Z JUN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY LILONGWE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1970 

CONFIDENTIAL LILONGWE 0867 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL PDIP. CVIS, MI. US (CHIWAYA, HENRY F.) 

REF: STATE 141554 

1 . KACHINGWE CONFIRMED JUNE 6 THAT GOM IS ACTUALLY 
RECONSIDERING ITS ORIGINAL NEGATIVE DECISION ON BICKEL. 

HE STATED THAT, AS HE HAD INDICATED TO ME LAST WEEK, 

GOM WOULD WELCOME ASSIGNMENT OF NEW DAO AND THEREFORE 
BICKEL CASE SHOULD NOT BE LINKED TO ABERNATHY'S DEPARTURE. 
KACHINGWE WILL BE ABSENT FROM LILONGWE FOR A FEW DAYS 
WITH PRESIDENT BANDA SO FINAL DECISION WILL BE DELAYED 
EVEN FURTHER. BUT IT APPEARS THAT THERE IS GOOD CHANCE 
THAT BICKEL'S ASSIGNMENT WILL BE APPROVED. 

2. IN VIEW PARA 1 REFTEL AND FIRST SENTENCE PARA 2, 

IT MAY BE DESIRABLE TO CONVEY OUR REACTION TO GOM ACTION 
TO THE GOM BEFORE TOO LONG. I SUGGEST THAT IF BICKEL'S 
ASSIGNMENT IS APPROVED THAT I BE PERMITTED TO CONVEY 
SENSE OF THOSE TWO SENTENCES TO GOM WHEN I AM SO 
INFORMED ABOUT BICKEL. 

SHEINBAUM 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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